The growth and behaviour of pig retinal pigment epithelial cells in culture.
The retinal pigment epithelium contains melanin and lipofuscin. It is believed that in the in vivo system, the incomplete degradation of phagocytosed outer segment discs leads to the formation of lipofuscin. Our results showed that pig RPE cells can be successfully cultured using standard culture techniques without addition of specific growth factors. In this system, the autofluorescent material is formed mainly from the degradation of pigment granules. This culture system may provide an excellent model for studying of diseases related to the retina.